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Welcome to your Autumn edition 
of Tube Talk. This issue is filled 
with the latest news and product 
information from Yorkshire Copper 
Tube. Read about Yorkshire’s long-
standing history in UK manufacturing, 
meet two more members of our 
team and don’t forget to enter our 
fantastic new competition.

Yorkshire is offering one lucky 
reader the chance to win £300 worth of Macdonald 
Hotel vouchers and 300 runners-up will have the chance 
to win one of Yorkshire’s unique ‘Proud to be British’ 
scarves. See page 7 for full details.

Enjoy and good luck!

In May, Yorkshire’s Bill Lake 
set off on a coast-to-coast 
cycle challenge across the 
North of England. Starting 
from Walney Island in Barrow, 
the 171 mile journey took 
three and a half days and 
ended on the beach in Whitby, 
North Yorkshire.

Bill, accompanied by former 
Yorkshire Fittings colleague 
Grahame Morton, took on 
the gruelling hills of the Lake 
District through Ulverston, 
Grange-over-Sands and 

Kendal, before successfully 
tackling Tan Hill, near Kirkby 
Stephen. Here they stopped 
for welcome refreshments in 
Britain’s highest pub!

The final leg of their journey 
took the pair across the 
North Yorkshire Moors before 
arriving at Whitby Bay.

In 2010, Bill and Grahame  
are planning to cycle a total  
of 240 miles across Wales 
from Holyhead to Cardiff.  
So training starts soon!

MatChpLay.
uk.COM 
For the second year running, 
Yorkshire is one of the main 
sponsors of the Almeria 
Matchplay Classic. This 
exciting golf pairs knockout 
competition will build up 
to a grand final at the Valle 
Del Este golf course, Costa 
de Almeria. For further 
information please visit:  
www.matchplay.uk.com 

Cycling Coast-to-Coast

The Editorial Team

Charity 
triathLON
This summer Alan Hall, 
Yorkshire’s HR Manager, took 
part in the inaugural Liverpool 
Triathlon and raised over £500 
for the National Autistic Society.

Alan successfully completed the 
swim in Liverpool’s Queens Dock 
and the cycle and run around 
the Three Graces in less than 
an hour and a half. He has since 
completed two further triathlons 
and plans to enter more athletic 
competitions in 2010. 



SuppOrtiNG 
yOuth 
FOOtBaLL
Yorkshire has pledged its support to 
three youth football teams for another 
season. Rainhill United and Redgate 
Rovers have both been kitted-out with 
football strips sponsored by Yorkshire 
Copper Tube. The company has also 
sponsored two perimeter boards at 
Bootle FC’s football ground.

Rainhill United celebrated another 
successful season winning three 
trophies including the prestigious 
Challenge Cup.  

Yorkshire would like to wish all three 
teams every success for the rest of the 
2009/10 season!

Yorkshire’s Mick Bradley and three Liverpool 
songwriters have written and recorded a 
song in memory of Rhys Jones, the 11 year 
old boy who was tragically shot and killed 
on his way home from football practice in 
2007. The song came about because Mick’s 
son used to play football for the same team 
as Rhys.

Mick, who has worked at Yorkshire for 22 
years, wrote ‘Angel Child’ along with three 
co-writers. All proceeds from the single have 
been donated to ‘The Rhys Jones Memorial 
Cup Trust’.
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above: redgate rovers; Below: rainhill united; 
Below Left: Bootle FC

aNGEL ChiLd –  
a triButE tO rhyS JONES



Q. how ‘tight’ can a bend in  
a copper tube be made?
A. In general, the minimum root 
(bending) radius using a machine is  
3 x the outside diameter of the tube. 
When using a spring it is 5 x the tube 
outside diameter.

yOur 
tEChNiCaL 
QuEStiONS 
aNSWErEd
In the third in a series of Tube Talk 
features, experts at Yorkshire answer 
some of your frequently asked questions.  

Q. What are the recommended 
support distances for copper  
tube runs?
 A.Spacing (in m) on horizontal runs:  
8mm-0.6m, 10mm-0.8m, 15mm-1.2m, 22 &  
28mm-1.8m

Spacing (in m) on vertical runs: 8mm-0.9m, 
10mm-1.2m, 15mm-1.8m, 22 & 28mm-2.4m

Q. Can soldering 
fluxes attack copper 
tubes?
A. Modern awareness of good 
capillary jointing practice and 
efforts by manufacturers to limit  
the ‘aggressiveness’ of fluxes 
means that pinhole failures in 
copper tubes due to flux residues 
are a rarity. However, all fluxes 
should be regarded as having the 
potential to be corrosive to metallic 
components (not just copper 
tubes and fittings) and capillary 
joints should therefore be made in 
accordance with manufacturers’ 
instructions. 

Fluxes should be applied sparingly 
to the outside of the tube, excess 
flux should be wiped off joints after 
they have cooled and systems 
should be flushed with clean 
water as soon as possible after 
completion.

Q. What is the 
expansion rate of 
copper tubing?
A. The coefficient of expansion 
of copper is 16.8 x 10-6 per°C. 
This means that a 10 metre long, 
straight run of tube will increase 
in length by just over 1cm when 
its temperature increases by 
60°C (as is typical in a central 
heating system).  

The expansion rate is the same 
for tubes of all diameters, 
hardness and thickness. 
Precautions to guard against the 
effects of thermal movement 
are often necessary during 
installation, particularly if a tube 
run is over 10 metres long and/
or is to be fixed underground/ 
in concrete.
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FLyiNG thE FLaG FOr  
uk MaNuFaCturiNG

In 2010, the company will be celebrating 60 
years of copper tube manufacturing at its 
Kirkby site, outside Liverpool. The factory, 
which has received continuous and sizeable 
investment over the last 20 years, is one of 
the biggest and best equipped in the world 
and produces tube for sale in the Middle 
and Far East, Scandinavia as well as the 
UK. Yorkshire has one of the largest sales 
and technical teams of any copper tube 
manufacturer supplying the UK market and 
is able to offer customer support which is 
second-to-none.

Jack Wallace, UK Sales Director, said:  
“We are fully committed to manufacturing 
copper tube in the UK and are very proud 
of our history. We have recently reinforced 
this commitment by investing in a new office 
building based on the Kirkby site, which was 
officially opened earlier this year.”

Don’t forget to look out for 
Yorkshire’s new tape design which 
proudly displays the Union Jack. 
This will feature on the Yorkex and 
Kuterlon copper tube ranges to 
remind customers that the tube  
is ‘Made in Britain’.

NEW tapE 
dESiGN

ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN
You may have already seen our latest 
advertising campaign in the trade press 
promoting Yorkshire’s role as a major UK 
tube manufacturer. If not, here it is…
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Yorkshire is proud of its  
long-standing role in UK 
manufacturing and can trace its 
immediate history back to 1864.



ChaNNEL FOur iNtErViEW

Industry Visits
Yorkshire recently hosted a visit by 
the Managing Director of the Builders 
Merchants Federation, Chris Pateman. 
Chris came to have a look around the 
Kirkby factory and meet members 
of staff. He commented that he 
was “very impressed by Yorkshire’s 
manufacturing facilities”.

The company has also received a 
visit from John Schonenberger, Chief 
Executive of the European Copper 
Institute, who updated Yorkshire on 
the activities of the organization in 
promoting copper’s essential role in 
health, technology and quality of life. 

Paul Smith, Yorkshire’s Plant Manager, 
explained: “Channel Four wanted to obtain 
a real view of the economy and chose 
Yorkshire Copper Tube as one of the 
companies to be included in the feature. 
We had an open and frank discussion 
about the economic climate and then I took 
part in an interview on the factory floor. 

“The interview gave us the opportunity to 
talk about how Yorkshire is managing to 
get through these tough times and how 
we are investing in the future. We are 
certainly seeing signs that manufacturing 
industry is picking up and hope that things 
continue to get back on track over the 
coming months.”

Yorkshire Copper Tube recently featured on Channel Four News. 
The company contributed to a report on how the current economic 
climate is affecting UK manufacturing. The feature was organised by 
Channel Four and the Bank of England, who arranged a visit to the 
Kirkby factory by a member of the Monetary Policy Committee. 
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ChaNNEL FOur iNtErViEW

Industry Visits
Macdonald Hotels have a very 
UK style and character, from 
contemporary city hotels to 
sophisticated country manor 
houses. With first class 
accommodation, fine food and 
great service, this is a great 
prize for the lucky winner.

Jack Wallace, Yorkshire Copper 
Tube’s UK Sales Director, said: 
“We are delighted to have 
launched this competition in 
celebration of our commitment 
to UK manufacturing. It is a 
fantastic prize and even if you 
are not the lucky winner, 300 

runners-up will win a woolly 
‘Proud to be British’ scarf to 
keep them warm this winter.”

“Get your entries in quickly,  
the competition closes on  
30th November. Best of luck.”

To enter, please answer the 
simple question below based  
on this issue of Tube Talk:

When did yorkshire 
Copper tube begin 
manufacturing 
tubes at its kirkby, 
Liverpool site?

a uk BrEak Or  
ONE OF 300 SCarVES!

THE DEADLINE FoR ENTRIES IS MoNDAY 30TH NoVEMBER 2009 • Any entries received 
After this dAte will not be included • the winners will be notified shortly After 
the closing dAte • no cAsh AlternAtive is AvAilAble • full terms And conditions 
ARE AVAILABLE oN APPLICATIoN

If you would prefer to post your entry, please send a postcard to: 
Tube Talk Promotion, ICG, Windy Harbour Barn, Harbour Lane, 
Warton, Preston, Lancashire, PR4 1YB. Please include your name, 
address, postcode and contact telephone number.

yOrkShirE COppEr tuBE haS LauNChEd  
aN ExCitiNG NEW prOMOtiON! 
In celebration of Yorkshire’s commitment to UK 
manufacturing, we are giving away £300 worth of 
vouchers for the Macdonald Hotel group. Plus, 300 
runners-up will win a ‘Proud to be British’ winter scarf.

EMAIl YouR ANSWER To tuBEtaLk@iCGONLiNE.CO.uk 
PlEASE INCluDE YouR NAME, ADDRESS, PoSTCoDE AND CoNTACT TElEPhoNE NuMbER.

300 
tO BE 
WON
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Disclaimer: Yorkshire Copper Tube operates a policy 
of continuous improvement of products and services. 
Every effort has been made to ensure that information 
contained in this newsletter is accurate. However, 
Yorkshire Copper Tube does not accept any liability for 
any omissions or errors in the text.

KME Group

Yorkshire Copper Tube
East Lancashire Road
Kirkby, Liverpool 
L33 7TU United Kingdom

Sales
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5079
Fax. +44 (0)151 549 2139
sales@yct.com

Technical Services
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5107
Fax. +44 (0)151 545 5018
technical@yct.com

www.yct.com
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Can you find these ten words hidden within  the word search above?
Yorkshire  Kuterlon
Yorkex   Pipes
Heating  Plumbing
Liverpool  Copper
Tube   Kirkby

T U E P o L P L U M B i n g
S n L R P P B K i R P S d j
q U S v i L P o H M i o g U
E B U T x H B M U i P P E K
R S C i P E S x S P E L n U
C A o o d L K K E i S M K T
x E o P P Y o n R o K x H E
H C E n L P g f Y o P o v R
R S j v B n E S L B Y E f L
K U T E i A T R i n K g K o
i n d T n E S U S o j R f n
U n A W i x E K R o Y o i n
d E Y K E x i H d S P P E K
H f L i L i v E R P o o L P

Tea Break  
Word Search

MEEt Our  
pEOpLE...
We are delighted to introduce you to 
two members of our team at yorkshire: 
Jez alston, technical and Quality 
Control Manager, and Simon Spalding, 
Customer Service Manager.

Jez joined the company in 
1980 as a Management 
Trainee. He gained 
experience in various 
technical management 
roles and was appointed as 
Quality Control Manager in 1983.  
Jez’s role has developed and he has taken 
on additional responsibilities concerning 
the development of products and 
manufacturing processes.

Jez lives in Southport with his partner  
Jan and nine year old daughter Vicky.  
He also has two grown up sons, Tom and 
Ben. In his spare time he enjoys golf and 
badminton, and regularly plays in the 
Southport badminton league. A little known 
fact about Jez is that in 1977 he was part 
of a team that held the world record for 
badminton doubles endurance, playing for 
a total of 10½ days! 

Simon is responsible 
for the KME Yorkshire 
sales support function, 
manufacturing 
planning, logistics and 
stock management. 
He joined the company in 1980 as a 
Management Trainee and gained extensive 
manufacturing experience before taking 
responsibility for the manufacturing 
planning team in 1997. In 2002, he took 
control of the sales support team which, 
combined with his other responsibilities, 
has led to the creation of the customer 
service team he leads today.

Simon, originally from London, now lives 
in Southport and is married with one 
daughter. In his spare time he enjoys 
playing hockey and is a keen gardener. 


