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WELCOME / NEWS
Welcome to Tube Talk, Yorkshire Copper 
Tube’s regular newsletter. This edition 
is full of Yorkshire’s latest news and 
product information which we hope you 
will find interesting and informative.

Read about our marketing awards 
success, the official opening of our 
new offices in Kirkby, Liverpool, 
and recent Yorkshire Copper Tube 
projects. Plus, we have answered 
some more of your technical questions. 

Don’t forget, if you’ve got an interesting story, let us  
know and we’ll try and include it in a future issue.

Yorkshire has received an 
‘Award of Excellence’ at the 
Communicators in Business 
(CiB) Northern Region Awards 
and were also finalists in the 
Construction Marketing  
Awards (CMA).

The CiB Award 
of Excellence for 
‘Team of the Year’ 
was presented 
to Yorkshire and 
full-service agency, 
ICG, at a ceremony 
held at the Magna 
Science Centre, 
Rotherham.  

At the CMA in 
London, Yorkshire 
was a finalist in two categories: 
‘Marketing Insight and Planning’ 
and ‘Team of the Year’. 
Yorkshire’s Robert Smith said:  

“We are absolutely thrilled with 
our recent success. It is an 
excellent achievement and we 
are delighted to receive this 
recognition for the marketing 
work that we undertake. 
  

“Over the past 
three years we have 
worked with our 
agency, ICG, on a 
range of marketing 
initiatives. These have 
included a series of 
customer promotions 
including the Scratch 
and Win giveaway, 
the Text2Win Winter 
Warmers campaign 
and, most recently, 
the Win a Van 

promotion, and with these we 
believe we have successfully 
raised the profile of Yorkshire 
Copper Tube.”

ONLy thE bESt 
fOr LiNCOLN 
CathEdraL 
yorkshire has been involved 
in a major construction 
project to regenerate the 
facilities at Lincoln Cathedral.

New visitor facilities have 
been built next to the 
Cathedral, alongside the 13th 
century south cloister wall.  
yorkshire supplied copper 
tube from its yorkex range 
for the new plumbing system.

Joe McCabe, Sales  
Manager, said: “this is 
a prestigious project for 
yorkshire Copper tube to 
have been involved with.  

“We were delighted that 
yorkex tube was specially 
requested by the plumbing 
installer due to its reliability 
and excellent bending 
qualities.”

the new facility was funded 
by donations and ongoing 
fundraising. the building  
is a traditional masonry 
structure incorporating 
architectural features taken 
from the cathedral walls.  
it has a traditional timber and 
sand cast lead roof with a 
contemporary stained glass 
window and internally it is 
designed to 21st century 
standards.
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rEWard fOr 
CrEativE CaMpaigNS

The Editorial Team
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iNvEStiNg iN 
thE futurE 
Yorkshire recently celebrated the official opening 
of its new offices in Kirkby. Councillor Ronnie 
Round, Leader of Knowsley Metropolitan Borough 
Council, opened the building with Domenico 
Cova, Chief Operating Officer of the KME Group, 
Yorkshire’s parent group.

The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Councillor Steve 
Rotheram, also attended the event to unveil the 
‘Monument to the Superlambanana’, which is 
situated by the entrance of the new building.
The Superlambanana is one of 125 which were 
positioned across Liverpool in 2008 during the 
city’s year as ‘European Capital of Culture’.  
The statues were auctioned in aid of the Mayor  
of Liverpool’s chosen charities.  

Ron McLean, Yorkshire’s Managing Director,  
said: “Our fantastic new offices demonstrate  
our commitment to our staff here at Yorkshire.” 

The new building was developed by converting a 
disused single-storey factory facility into a high-
specification two storey office block. Designed 
by architects AFL and developed by Nobles 
Construction, the façade of the building features 
KME’s Tecu® cladding material. The building 
includes offices for the Yorkshire team, as  
well as meeting rooms, an IT training room  
and a state-of-the-art boardroom with visual  
and audio technology.  

Councillor Ronnie Round commented: “Yorkshire 
has been based in Knowsley since the 1950s, 
so the council and the local community have a 
long history with the company. Yorkshire has a 
great record of investing in its staff and providing 
valuable careers for the people of Knowsley and 
the Liverpool City Region.”

“ Our fantastic new 
offices demonstrate 
our commitment 
to our staff here at 
Yorkshire.” 

Ron McLean, 
Yorkshire’s Managing Director
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above, picture left to right:  
ron McLean, domenico Cova, 
andrew Jackson (creator 
of the Monument to the 
Superlambanana), Councillor 
Steve rotheram and 
Councillor ronnie round.

Left: Monument to the 
Superlambanana.

below: detail of tecu® cladding.
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Q. Where can i get further 
advice and information?
A. Yorkshire Copper Tube provides a free 
technical advice service for users of its 
products (email: technical@yct.com). Plumbing 
installations should always be constructed in 
line with the requirements laid down in BS6700 
“Design, installation, testing and maintenance 
of services supplying water for domestic use 
within buildings and their curtilages”.

yOrkShirE’S 
tEChNiCaL 
QuEStiONS 
aNSWErEd
We receive technical enquiries from    
many diverse sources, ranging from 
merchants and stockists, professional 
installers, specifiers, architects and 
project managers, to DIY enthusiasts 
and members of the public.

In the second of a series of Tube Talk 
features, here are answers to some 
frequently asked questions:

Q. how much 
water will a metre 
of 8, 10, 15, 22 
and 28mm tubing 
hold?
 A. 0.036, 0.058, 
0.15, 0.32 and 0.54 
litres respectively.

Q. What type of 
tube can be used 
underground?
A. As a general rule, ‘plain’ tubing 
is normally recommended for 
fixing above ground level only.   
It should not be placed in contact 
with any potentially corrosive 
building materials. Plastic covered 
tubing (e.g. Kuterlex or Kuterlex 
Plus) should be used underground 
and/or in environments where 
the surroundings are potentially 
aggressive to copper (e.g. in 
screed, concrete, soil, etc.).

Useful information can also be            
found on these websites: 

Institute of Plumbing and Heating 
Engineering (www.iphe.org.uk)

The Copper Development Association 
(www.cda.org.uk) 

The UK Copper Board                      
(www.ukcopperboard.co.uk). 

Q. What are typical 
water flow rates 
through particular  
sizes of tube?
A. Water flow rate will depend 
on a number of factors specific 
to each installation (e.g. length 
of tube run, number and type of 
fittings employed, head pressure, 
etc.) and needs to be calculated 
by a qualified design engineer.  
Tube carrying capacities can be 
used as a basis for approximation 
but should never be used as a 
substitute for detailed calculation.
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CE MarkiNg 
fOr yOrkShirE 
Yorkshire has recently commenced CE marking of copper 
tubes to EN 1057:2006, with each master bundle supplied 
now bearing the CE mark. Additionally, product specific  
CE mark information is available via Yorkshire’s website.

This move is in accordance with 
an EU directive requiring the CE 
(European Conformity) marking of 
‘Pipes, tanks and ancillaries not 
in contact with water for human 
consumption’. 

The CE mark is a passport for  
free trade across Europe. It does 
not replace existing national 
regulations for specific application 
(e.g. water, gas, sanitary and 
heating etc.) and should not be 
confused with any applicable 
quality approval marks such as 
the BSI Kitemark.

National regulations in European 
countries specify that copper tubes 
to EN 1057 are suitable for drinking 
water applications.

In due course, a proposed European 
Acceptance Scheme (EAS) will 
introduce common EU requirements 
covering testing of fitness for 
contact with drinking water. When 
the EAS is implemented, EN 1057 
will be modified to include these 
requirements, which will allow 
the CE mark to be applied also 
with relevance to drinking water 
applications.

for further information 
please visit www.yct.com



Yorkshire Copper Tube will shortly be 
introducing a new tape design (pictured 
above) for its Yorkex and Kuterlon ranges 
of copper tube.

The new tape will proudly feature a  
Union Jack, which emphasises the fact 
that the tube is manufactured in the UK, 
at Yorkshire’s factory in Kirkby, Liverpool.

yOrkShirE: 
prOud 
tO bE 
britiSh
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The tube was supplied through 
Yorkshire distributor, Gerasia, 
to SMC (Specialist Maintenance 
Contractors), which  
is a joint venture involving local 
contractors Telmen Ltd, K&P 
Electrical Contractor and G.E 
Thermosolar Ltd. 

The project was originally set up 
to look after the maintenance of 
the British bases in Cyprus and 

it was later extended to cover 
programmes to build new single 
living accommodation and new 
houses at Akrotiri.  

Robert Smith, Export Sales 
Director, commented: “We have 
worked with Gerasia since the 
late 1970s and this is an example 
of our continuing successful 
co-operation on a wide range of 
projects in Cyprus.”

Yorkshire Copper Tube has recently supplied several container loads of tube 
destined for the British Military Base at Akrotiri in Cyprus. Yorkshire has supplied 
tube from its Yorkex range for cold and hot water in the living accommodation.

aNOthEr yOrkShirE SuCCESS iN CypruS 

“ THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF OUR 
CONTINUING SUCCESSFUL             
CO-OPERATION WITH GERASIA 
ON A WIDE RANGE OF 
PROJECTS IN CYPRUS.”
ROBERT SMITH, EXPORT SALES DIRECTOR 



2003
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aNOthEr yOrkShirE SuCCESS iN CypruS 

145 years 
of history...

1864 Foundation of 
Broughton Copper Co.,  
Salford, Manchester. 

1934 Broughton  
Copper Co. purchased  
by ICI Metals. 

1948 Kirkby, Liverpool, 
selected by ICI as the  
site for a new copper tube 
mill to replace the Salford 
plant.

1950 First tubes  
produced at Kirkby plant, 
with the factory finally 
completed and formally 
opened in 1955. 

1958 Kirkby works 
becomes part of Yorkshire 
Imperial Metals, initially 
as a joint-venture with 
Yorkshire Copper Works  
of Leeds, later under the 
sole ownership of ICI 
Metals (later IMI).

1964 Kirkby factory 
extended with the 
construction of ‘C’ Bay.

1971 First “spinner” 
drawing machines  
installed in ‘C’ Bay.

1981 Installation of  
new 5000T press.

1983 Yorkshire Copper 
Tube Ltd set up as a 
separate company in IMI, 
specialising in tube for 
plumbing, heating and  
gas services. 

1986 Major factory 
modernisation  
programme begins.

1993 Re-equipped  
Kirkby factory  
formally opened.

2002 Ownership of 
Yorkshire Copper Tube Ltd 
transferred from IMI to  
KM Europa Metal.

2008 Work starts on  
new offices as part of  
the redevelopment of a 
portion of Kirkby site. 

2009 Offices opened.

We look back at some of the 
key events in our company’s 
history.

1864

1964

1955

1993

2009
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Disclaimer: Yorkshire Copper Tube operates a policy 
of continuous improvement of products and services. 
Every effort has been made to ensure that information 
contained in this newsletter is accurate. However, 
Yorkshire Copper Tube does not accept any liability for 
any omissions or errors in the text.

KME Group

Yorkshire Copper Tube
East Lancashire Road
Kirkby, Liverpool 
L33 7TU United Kingdom

Sales
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5079
Fax. +44 (0)151 549 2139
sales@yct.com

Technical Services
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5107
Fax. +44 (0)151 545 5018
technical@yct.com

www.yct.com
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harles Darwin’s HMS Beagle was built in 
1825 with copper skins below the water 
line. The copper sheathing extended hull 
life and protected against 
barnacles and other kinds of 
biofouling. Today, most seagoing 
vessels use a copper-containing 
paint for hull protection.

rovides pain relief from arthritis.  
Studies have indicated that a 
copper deficiency may cause 
rheumatic aches and pains.   
A copper bracelet worn next 
to the skin may correct this 
imbalance and give relief to 
the whole body.

gyptians used the ankh 
symbol to denote copper in 
their system of hieroglyphs. 
It also represents eternal life.  

ne of the most used and 
reused of our ‘modern’ metals.    

ennies today contain 
about 2.5% copper.

ecycling rate of copper is the 
highest of any engineering 
metal in the world.

We are delighted to introduce  
you to two members of staff –  
bill Lake, business Manager, 
and bev forber, Sales Support 
Manager.

bill Lake has worked 
in the plumbing and 
heating industry for 
over 25 years and has 
recently joined Yorkshire as Business 
Manager, with responsibility for sales 
in the North of England. He was 
previously with Yorkshire Fittings, 
working, in particular, on major 
projects with UK national mechanical 
services contractors.  

Bill lives in Merseyside with his wife 
Laura, and has two grown up children.  
He is actively involved in local football 
as a coach, manager and league 
committee member. Bill is a keen 
golfer and horse racing fan, and is a 
season ticket holder at Liverpool FC.  

Later this year, Bill will be cycling  
171 miles from Cumbria to Whitby in 
North Yorkshire.

bev forber joined 
Yorkshire Copper Tube 
in 1983 and has worked 
in a number of roles for 
the company, first in the Stock Control 
Department and later as a member of 
the internal sales team. Since 2005, 
she has been Sales Support Manager. 

Bev lives in St Helens with her husband 
and two sons Nick and Richard. In her 
spare time she enjoys supporting her 
sons’ passions - Nick competes in kart 
racing and Richard is heavily involved 
in theatre productions. Bev is their 
number one fan!


