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WELCOME / NEWS
Welcome to 2008’s first edition of 
Tube Talk, Yorkshire Copper Tube’s 
twice yearly newsletter. This edition 
includes the latest news and product 
information from Yorkshire. 

Thank you to all who entered our 
Winter Warmers competition. We 
received over 20,000 entries and  
gave away over 2,000 fantastic prizes. 

This issue also launches our brand  
new competition ‘Win a Van with 
Yorkshire’. See page seven  
for further details. 

THE GOLF 
TOWER III, DUBAI
Mac Al Gurg, Yorkshire’s local 
distributor in Dubai, has won the 
order to supply Yorkshire copper 
tube for the spiralling three towers 
of The Golf Tower III project of 
Emaar Properties. The towers have 
26, 27 and 31 floors with a total of 
594 apartments and were designed 
by Design Studio and M/s Norr, 
the main contractors being CSHK. 

Yorkshire has been selling copper 
tube in Dubai for well over 25 years 
and is represented in the Gulf 
by Sanipex LLC. The Golf Tower 
III is the latest in a large number 
of projects, including Dubai’s 
iconic Burg Al Arab, throughout 
this booming region which use 
Yorkshire tube.

Yorkshire will be sponsoring 
Bootle Football Club for the next 
two seasons. The deal includes 
advertising boards around the 
perimeter of the pitch at Bucks 
Park and sponsorship of the youth 
teams training tops. 

Bootle FC, managed by Yorkshire’s 
Alan Hardwick, play in the North 
West Counties League. 

Yorkshire is happy to be 
supporting the team and wishes 
them every success.

CHARITY 
RACE NIGHT
Yorkshire sponsored two 
charity races at a recent 
‘Charity Race Night’ in aid 
of ‘Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer’. The evening 
was a great success and 
raised £1468.48.

Yorkshire has been involved in a 
project to install medical gas lines 
in a 38-bed building for the critical 
care unit at Northern General 
Hospital in Sheffield. 
The contractor imGAS, a specialist 
installer of medical gas lines in 
the health and laboratory sector, 
has been working on the unit for 
the last four years. imGAS is a 
key account for BSS Nottingham 
and Yorkshire in the supply of 
degreased copper tube. All the 
units have been supplied with 

Yorkex Medical Gas Tube in sizes 
ranging from 15mm to 67mm. 
Yorkshire’s Joe McCabe 
commented: “Yorkshire is 
delighted to have been involved 
with this project and we are all 
very pleased with the result.
The three-way partnership 
between Yorkshire, imGAS and 
BSS Nottingham has been very 
successful in ensuring that the 
facility has been supplied with 
a premier product adhering to 
stringent specifications.”

ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS
Yorkshire Copper Tube has 
recently celebrated five years as 
part of the KME Group.

KME is Europe’s foremost 
producer of copper and copper 
alloy products and Yorkshire has 
gone from strength to strength 
since joining the group. 

Yorkshire has one of the most 
modern copper tube producing 
factories in the world and KME 
has supported a continuing 
investment programme which has 
kept Yorkshire at the forefront of 
tube manufacturing technology. 

Yorkshire is looking forward to 
more years of success within  
the KME Group. 

CLEAN  
MACHINES  
KEEP  
EVERYONE  
SMILING

BOOTLE FC SPONSORSHIP

Remember, we want to hear from you. If you’ve got an 
interesting story to tell, let us know and we’ll try and 
include it in a future issue. 

The Editorial Team

YORKSHIRE’S MEDICAL GAS TUBE

Joe McCabe, Sales Manager at 
Yorkshire Copper Tube, Steve Page, 
Contract Manager imGAS, and Carl 
Goodman, Managing Director imGAS.

Greater productivity, lower energy consumption and improved 
quality are some of the benefits of a new ‘teamwork’ approach 
to manufacturing at Yorkshire Copper Tube.

The company is reaping the rewards of a fresh strategy to 
oversee the maintenance of its production facilities called Total 
Productive Manufacture.

The strategy has already delivered significant results. It has 
helped maintain a low lost-time accident rate, reduced company 
liability insurance, reduced energy consumption and lowered 
the use of consumables on site. 
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WICU® GAS 
PLASTIC COATED  
COPPER TUBE COILS
Yorkshire has launched a range of plastic coated 
coils specifically designed for gas applications. 
WICU Gas coils are copper tubes coated with 
a protective yellow seamless plastic cover with 
air channels which safeguard against external 
corrosion and provides service identification. 

The WICU plastic cover eliminates laborious wrapping 
operations and is colour coded to identify the service 
carried as gasses in accordance with local authority 
specifications and BS 1710: 1984, “Specification for 
identification of pipelines and services”.

The copper tubes are BSi Kitemark approved.        
They are supplied in annealed (R220) 25m coils for    
long pipe-runs without joints.

Laboratory tests at 
Southampton University 
established that the 
natural antimicrobial 
properties of copper 
and copper alloys 
dramatically reduce 
the presence of MRSA 
compared with stainless 
steel, which is the 
most commonly used 
touch surface in 
health institutions. 

The results have shown 
that on brass (an alloy 
of copper) bacteria was 
destroyed in less than 
five hours and on pure 
copper the superbugs 
were eliminated in  
90 minutes. 

Now the findings will be 
put to the test in a real 
hospital environment. 
If successful, copper 
could be installed widely 
to cut the death rate 
from hospital-acquired 
infections which costs 
the NHS an estimated 
£1 billion per year.

New clinical trials have been launched at Selly Oak Hospital 
to measure the effectiveness of copper touch surfaces in 
destroying hospital-acquired infections including MRSA. 

COPPER COULD BE INSTALLED WIDELY 
TO CUT THE DEATH RATE FROM 
HOSPITAL-ACQUIRED INFECTIONS.

COPPER 
CLINICAL 
TRIALS



WINNING 
WINTER 
WARMERS 
Well done to all the winners of 
Yorkshire Copper Tube’s Winter 
Warmers competition. The competition 
received over 20,000 entries from 
plumbers across the UK and Ireland. 
Over the two month period, a total of 
2,205 prizes were snapped up by the 
lucky winners. Well done!

John Moss,  
Paul Smith,  
Michael Heller  
and George Smith.

FACTORY  
VISIT FOR  
EX-EMPLOYEES 

Yorkshire recently welcomed 
back three ex-employees who 
between them have clocked up 
123 years of service.
The factory visit was organised by Plant Manager 
Paul Smith who was delighted to show John Moss, 
Michael Heller and his father George Smith how 
the plant had developed since they had left.

John Moss joined the company in 1955 at the age 
of 15 as a clerk in the planning office. He was 
promoted to foreman and in 1990 he became 
supervisor. John retired due to ill health in 1998.

Michael Heller began working at Yorkshire in 1954 
at the age of 21. He worked as a supervisor and 
was later appointed to senior supervisor in 1986. 
In October 1990 he became a production area 
manager until his retirement in February 1998.

Paul’s father, George Smith, joined Yorkshire in 
1961 at the age of 23. He worked as a servicer 
in the Casting Shop and was appointed to shop 
floor instructor in 1970. George was promoted to 
supervisor in 1980 and became a production area 
manager before leaving the company in 1997.

Paul Smith said: “John, Michael and George 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the factory.  
They commented on how clean, bright and  
modern the factory was and on how impressed  
they were with the improvements that have  
been made over the years.”

PROMOTIONS

Yorkshire has launched an exciting new 
competition with plumbers’ merchants 
across the UK. The ‘Win A Van’ competition 
will run from Thursday 1st May to  
Monday 30th June.  

Over two months, Yorkshire customers  
will have the opportunity to text in a unique 
code found on Yorkshire gamecards and 
be entered into a prize draw to win a brand 
new Ford Connect 230 LWB L 90 PS van. 
The gamecards are available in plumbers’ 
merchants across the UK. 

The Ford Connect will be kitted out with 
additional internal racking, a pipe carrier, 
rear door high-security shielded locks with 
strengthened mountings and sign-writing 
worth a total of £3000.

Second prize is ten Dewalt site radios and 
1,000 runners up will receive a Yorkshire 
branded thermal mug.

Jack Wallace, UK Sales Director, said:  
“We are really excited about our new 
competition. The Ford Connect van is a 
fantastic prize; in fact one of the biggest 
prizes Yorkshire has ever given away. 
It’s the ideal prize for any plumber and will 
be fully kitted out to meet their needs.

“There are also some great runners up prizes 
to be won, so it’s well worth having a go.”

Text messages will only be charged at 
standard rate and the lucky winners  
and runners up will be contacted within  
28 days of the closing date. 

ASK FOR A GAMECARD WITH 
YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OF
YORKSHIRE COPPER TUBE 

Promotion ends 30th June 2008. Game cards available whilst stocks last. No purchase necessary. 
Full terms and conditions can be found at www.yct.com

WIN A VAN
WITH YORKSHIRE

 

ONE 
LUCKY WINNER 
WILL RECEIVE:

A BRAND NEW   
FORD CONNECT 
230LWB VAN!

COMPLETE WITH 
VEHICLE LIVERY, 

ROOFTOP PIPE CARRIER,
INTERNAL RACKING       

& REAR DOOR     
SECURITY
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Disclaimer: Yorkshire Copper Tube operates a policy 
of continuous improvement of products and services. 
Every effort has been made to ensure that information 
contained in this newsletter is accurate. However, 
Yorkshire Copper Tube does not accept any liability for 
any omissions or errors in the text.

KME Group

MEET  
OUR  
PEOPLE...
We are pleased to 
introduce our two new 
UK Business Managers, 
Tony Cooper and 
Stuart Lloyd. 

Tony Cooper has 
over 35 years 
experience in 
the UK plumbing 
industry. He has 
handled major 
contracts and 

has ‘hands-on’ knowledge of 
plumbers’ merchants, having 
been both a branch manager 
and having set up his own 
business from scratch.  Tony 
is responsible for Central and 
North West England and Wales.  

For Stuart Lloyd 
it is “welcome 
back”, as he first 
joined Yorkshire 
in 1996 but left 
the company for 
a brief period. 

He rejoined in December 
2007 as Business Manager for 
Scotland and the North East. 
Stuart has extensive experience 
in the plumbing and heating 
industry, has managed many key 
accounts and has been involved 
in product development. 

Yorkshire Copper Tube
East Lancashire Road
Kirkby, Liverpool 
L33 7TU United Kingdom

Sales
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5079
Fax. +44 (0)151 549 2139
sales@yct.com

Technical Services
Tel. +44 (0)151 545 5107
Fax. +44 (0)151 545 5018
technical@yct.com

www.yct.com

CHANGING TIMES
Staff at Yorkshire’s headquarters in Kirkby will be moving 

into new offices by the end of the year. The new office 
block is being built alongside the existing factory. 

The original offices date back to the 1950s when the 
Kirby factory was first built. The offices have been 

designed by architects AFL, who 
designed Chelsea Football 
Club’s training ground. The 
building will feature KME TECU 
copper façade materials. Staff 

hope to move in to 
their new premises by 
the end of the year.
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